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A Cultural System and Society for Lesson Study Implementation:
An Analysis of the “Community and School” Theory since the 1970s
Ryogo OGINO＊・Masami KAWANO＊＊
ABSTRACT
This paper aims to discuss issues of school-based curriculum development for cooperation and collaboration with the 
local community using lesson study which is internationally recognized as an effective method of professional development.
Therefore, it reviews how the “community and school” theory has been applied since the 1970s to extract research 
challenges and to achieve a curriculum open to society (Shakai ni Hirakareta Kyoiku Katei).
A review of the discussion on education system reorganization during the 1970s and early 1990s changed the relation 
between school and community and that of school and social education against the background of school dysfunction.
With regard to the “school development open to society” (Shakai ni Hirakareta Gakko zukuri) policy from the late 1990s 
to the first half of the 2010s, they discussed social capital formation and school governance improvement and how difficult it 
was for the school curriculum to be involved with parents and local residents.
We conclude that it is necessary to build a theoretical framework based on empirical studies about the role and 
organization of curriculum development through collaboration among the region, school, teachers, and parents to study 
school-based and community-based curriculum.
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